
1834

apparent absence of facilities for the transfer of

tuberculous patients from London hospitals to country
institutions at a time when such patients most need

it. Referring to this committee’s report, the Prince of Wales
remarked that if the applications received by the committee
this year were to be taken as a, measure of the supply of beds
in the country for the consumptive poor of London, he could
not help feeling that the supply was inadequate. One step
towards meeting this need had already been taken by the
formation of the National Association for the Establishment
and Maintenance of Sanatoria for Workers Suffering from
Tuberculosis. The Benenden Sanatorium is the first outcome
of this movement and His Royal Highness thought that

such an effort on the part of the workers themselves to deal
with this great question deserved the encouragement and
support of the Fund. It should be mentioned that the
London Parochial Charities have again given their annual
grant of f.[000 for convalescent homes and the League of
Mercy will probably be able to add to the Fund f.18,OOO.

THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN MEAT.

THE Local Government Board has recently issued a circular
in which it is pointed out that the public health regulations
in regard to foreign meat, referred to in a leading article
in THE LANCET of Feb 1st, 1908, will take effect on and
after Jan. 1st, 1909. It will then be the duty of the

medical officer of health in every case in which notice under

these regulations is received by him from the officers

of Customs to decide whether meat which has been detained

by those officers falls within the classes specified. If so, he

is required to give a notice forbidding the removal of the
meat for any purpose other than exportation. If an im-

porter to whom a notice of the kind has been given desires
not to export the meat but to use it for some purpose other
than sale for human consumption, the procedure to be

adopted to enable him to do so is provided in the regulations.
These regulations refer to boneless meat, "boxed" meat,
boxed pork, tripes, tongues, and kidneys, which, according
to the category in which they are placed (Class I. or II.), are
dealt with correspondingly.

A WISE SUGGESTION. 

THE enormous bequests of the late Mr. Henry Isaac
Barnato have included a legacy of a quarter of a million
pounds to his trustees for the purpose of founding a hospital
or other charitable institution in memory of his late brother,
Mr. Barnett Barnato, and his late nephew, Mr. Woolf Joel.
The application of this fund is to be vested in the sole
hands of the trustees. A correspondent in the Daily Tele-
g1’apk has pointed out that if this magnificent sum is to
form the endowment as well as the building fund
of a hospital the Weir bequest controversy of large versus
small hospitals will be revived. In a subsequent issue

of the same paper Mrs. Watt Smyth makes the sugges-
tion that the money should be spent in constructing and
endowing a bungalow hospital settlement in hygienic
country surroundings for the open-air treatment of school

children found by medical inspection to be suffering
from pulmonary tuberculosis. She gives evidence to show
that this disease will be diagnosed in an appreciable
number of children attending elementary schools, and

accepting her estimate of 1 per cent. (which was ob-

tained in a London school of which Mrs. Watt Smyth is a
manager) it is obvious that their treatment will shortly
become a serious problem. For the sake of the suffering
children themselves, as well as of their schoolfellows and
their families, it is very desirable that they shall be treated
in a special hospital settlement and we commend Mrs.

Watt Smyth’s timely suggestion to the careful consideration,
of the administrators of the Barnato trust.

FLIES AS A NUISANCE.

A REPORT by Dr. W. H. Hamer presented to the London
County Council on the extent to which fly nuisance is pro-
duced in London by accumulations of offensive matter wai’t
ordered to be printed in October and is of great interest. A

similar inquiry was undertaken in 1907, the results of which
were printed in January of 1908. Upon this we commented
in our issue of March 21st, p. 876. The present report is

upon the same lines as the former, being illustrated with
curves and diagrams. In 1908 the places of observation

were 141 surrounding nine sets of premises-namely, ’’ four r
depots, at three of which stable manure or house refuse, or
both, were manipulated ; two stable premises, a cowshed,
a glue and size manufacturer’s premises, and a jam factory."
In 1907 the places of observation numbered 163 surrounding
12 centres of practically the same nature as in 1908, except
for the addition of a cattle market. The various kinds of
flies were in both years nearly all-i.e., nine-tenths-Musca
domestica; there were also a few bluebottles and a fair
number of the Homolomyia canicularis which closely
resembles Musca domestica but is smaller. There was one
curious difference, however, in the two years. In 1907 no
instance of Stomoxys calcitrans, a biting fly, was found,
while in 1908 at one station (No. 7), a cowshed, the stomoxys.
was found in large quantities. A few were also found at
No. 6 station which was stables. As regards the question
of the carriage of the infection of diarrhoea by flies Dr.

Hamer says:-
, Comparison of the curves for 1908 and 1907 brings to light, moreover,
a striking fact regarding the behaviour of the fly and diarrhoea curves in
the two years. From the middle of August to the end of the first week
of October, 1907, the number of flies was practically stationary. Again,
from September 4th to October 5th, 1908, the number of flies was also
practically stationary. Further, judging by the total number of fliea.
caught, in relation to the number of places of observation in 1907 and
1908, practically the same extent of prevalence of flies (in the parts of
London concerned) was maintained during these two stationary periods-
of the two years in question. Yet during the stationary period of 1907
diarrhoea was steadily increasing, while during the stationary period of
1908 diarrhoea was steadily declining. In order to explain this-
phenomenon on the fly hypothesis, it becomes, therefore, as has been,
already surmised, necessary to assume that in determining variations in
amount of diarrhoea, importance attaches not so much to the number of &pound;
carriers of diarrhoea organisms, as to the extent of distribution of the-
organism itself. If this be admitted, however, it is (on the assumption
that flies cause diarrhoea) clear that precise correspondence of the
carrier curve-i.e., the fly curve-and the diarrhoea curve cannot be’
expected to occur.

And Sir Shirley F. Murphy in his introduction says
The report also refers to the question of diarrhoea. No final’

decision can be given, but in the present state of knowledge it

appears desirable to maintain a critical attitude as regards acceptance of
the view that the fly acts as a carrier of the diarrhoea organism.

MENINGEAL H&AElig;MORRHAGE IN ACUTE
RHEUMATISM.

AT a meeting of the Society Medicate des H6pitaux of
Paris on Nov. 13th M. Moutard Martin and M. Pierre Weil

reported a case of a very rare complication of acute rheu-
matism-meningeal haemorrhage. A woman, aged 36 years,
was admitted into hospital on Oct. 26th, 1907, for a third
attack of rheumatism. She had always been delicate. In

1905 she had acute rheumatism and again in July, 1907.
Her present attack began on Oct. 20th with a chill and sore
throat. The shoulder-, elbow-, and wrist-joints were attacked
and there were intense headache and vomiting. On admis-
sion the temperature was 100 4&deg; F. and the joints mentioned
were red, hot, swollen, and very tender. The heart was
normal and the urine did not contain albumin. Under
sodium salicylate the pains diminished and became limited
to the right wrist and the temperature fell to 99’ 5&deg;. On
Nov. 18th the wrist was still swollen and painful and the
temperature was about 99 ’ 5&deg;. On the 22nd the patient was


